lation he was unable to derail, Edson
abruptly retired. Despite his sterling com-
bat record and invaluable efforts during
the unification battles, he received nei-
ther retirement ceremany nor parade:
instend. he retired with a substandard fit-
ness report. in the remuining years belore
his death in 1953, Edson served as Ver-
mont’s {irst Commissioner of Public
Safety and. beginning in June 1951, was
the executive director of the National
Rifle Association.

Some readers might wish for more
clarity in the wuthor’s essay on sources;
it is not always ensy to discern the
sources of many of the quotations used
However, most readers probably won’t
care. Overail, Once a Legend is an ob-
jective Jook at a truly legendary Marine;
a study made invaluable by the author’s
close and honest examination of Edson’s
strengths and faults—and there were sev-
eral of each. For the general reader look-
ing for a good stery, and for the mili-
tary professional searching for significant
lessons, this is a book nol o be missed

Licatenant Colonel Sofis. o former tracked vehicle
officer and judge advocuse. i the anthor of AMurines
and Military Lew in Viemam Triel By Fire (U8
Marine Corps History & Muscums Division, 198Y).
He currently teaches law ot the London Schoal of
Economics

War and Anti-War: Survival at
the Dawn of the 21st Century

Alvin and Heidi Toffler, Boston: Little.
Brown and Company, 1993, 252 pp Bib
Ind Notes. 522 95 ($20 66)

Reviewed by Mark R. Shulman

Although i hardly can be called a sci-
ence, the study of trends for the purpose
of predicting the future has made some
progress since the days of Jules Verne
and even George Orwell. Alvin and Heidi
Tolller, perhaps the best-known futurists,
have written earlier books on the impact
of technological advances upon soci-
eties—Future Shock {Random House,
1970), The Third Wave {Willinam Mor-
row, 1980}, and Powershift (Bantam
Books, 1990) Now, with War and Anti-
War, they turn their atlention to the evo-
lution of warlire in the next century

First, the authors bring the uniniti-
ated up to specd by summarizing their
thoughts on the “waves™ of civilization
presented in their earlier works The First
Wive comprised premodern or apricul-
tural seciety, wherever and whenever it
existed or now exists. The Second Wave
created the moders societies of the En-
lightenment and the industrial Revelu-
tion. The Third Wave, only now materi-
alizing, is characterized by postimodern
values as much as by informationad tech-
nologies ol untold power Not surpris-
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ingly, the Tofflers see a worid on the cusp
of dramatic chinge—as microcompusers,
robots, and sdvanced communications
networks reshape the world as dramati-
cally as the hoe and the interntl-com-
bustion engine did belare them Never-
theless, as during the First and Second
Waves. development occurs unevenly in
the world The Third Wave is sweeping
through North Ameries. Western Eu-
rope and fapan. but has bypussed much
of the First- and Second-Wave world

Moreover. the Tofflers observe, as
with the previous Waves, the Third Wave
has its own distinctive way of war Pre-
modern societies {ight with only rudi-
meatary machines; a hallmark of modern
warfare is the massing and mapeuvering
of gigantic formations of sircraft, armored
vehicles, warships, and personnel, On
land, postmodern civilizations use rela-
tively small units of highly trained sol
diers, They are guided to their targets by
satellite navigation systems; they [ire
lager-guided weapons; and they use Jight-
ning-fast infiltration and ex{iltration tech-
niques. Third Wave naval combat feu-
tures cruisers and destroyers equipped
with the Aegis combal system, which can
track and destroy dozens of targets si-
multaneousty with guided missiles while
firing cruise missites at targets hundreds
ol miles pway. Such ships have shattered
conventional notions about imitations on
warships' power and accuracy

According to the Tofflers, the Per-
sian Gulf War was actually rwo wars,
There was a Second-Wave war in which
the U.S.-led Coulition's armor, artillery,
and infantry—backed by 30-year old
bombers and World War Ti-era Jowa
{BB-61})-class battieships—fought traq’s
armor, artillery, and infantry. There aiso
wis 3 Third-Wave war in which stealth
and other advanced technologies were
used in a campaign of customized de-
struction. Forwnately, the United States
and its allics were capable of winning
both wars

In the wchnological respect, at least,
the Toffiers improve on Jules Verne by
bringing together a number ol plausible
sitvations. They predict that the Third-
Wave military echnology used in the
Persian Gulf is only the beginaing Fou
example. soun there will be wunl-gized ro-
bots that will be able to infilirme an
enemy’s delenses. nauses-stimulating
broadeasts, and teflon-like sprays that wiil
render airsirips inoperable Unfortanately.
these fantastic weapons and others like
them will not be ours zlone. for prolif-
eration is bringing the newest in warfight-
ing fechnology to rencgade stales, drug
cartels. and Islumist terroristy

The authors have not, however, im-
proved on George Orwell. the outstimnd-
ing futurologist ol politics They gener-

ally limit their predictions to technolog-
ical change Although they allude to the
relative decline of a nation-state sysiem,
they do not take this theme very far The
Tottlers' political analysis rarely extends
beyond the not-so-nstounding prediction
that the brave new world will populuted
by a number of "Husseins

Echoing Sun Tzu. the authors point out
the importance of avoiding war and offer
a solution: “anti-war " In the tutare. peace
will not be gained and maintained by the
expinsion ef democracy. the inerease of
weaith, or the use of active diplomacy
Instend, the world wiil avoid wars only
il concerted use is made of anti-war tech-
nology—e g, gasses that will make drug
lords too groggy 1o fight, paint that wiil
wenken bridges. and “clipper chips™ thut
will immobilize aircraft in time of war.

This book has its defects. It contains
more typographical errors than a respon-
sible editor should have aliowed Nearly
every page has an annoying and fre-
quently irrelevant sulbtitle—e g, “The
Duck Soup Phenomenon,” “Laughing in
the Info-Sphere,” and "“Six Wrenches that
Twist the Mind ™ Finally, the research ap-
pears too often limited to reports from
Defense News or interviews with military
officials in charge of technological fore-
casting. Name-dropping frequently sub-
stitutes for data. As such, War and Anti-
War often seems less serious critical
commentary and more propaganda for
huge research-and-development budgets

Like most books aboul the extremely
broad topic of world war, politics, and
economics in the futvre, War and Anii-
War comes up short in many areas. Paul
Kennedy's Preparing for the Tweniv-first
Centurv (Random House, 1993) provides
a more interesting analysis of political,
demographic, and economic change
Samue! Huntington's “Cilash of Civi-
lization,” which appesred in the Summer
1993 Foreign Affairs and Duniel Patrick
Moynihan's Pandemonium: Ethnicity in
International Politics {Oxtord University
Press, 1993) provide more useful exam-
inations of intercultorat conflict And
Martin van Creveld's The Transfurma-
rion of War {(Free Press. 1991) offers
more penetraling examinations of trends
in wirfare However. none of these au-
thars olfer such o vivid portrayast of the
growing gap in technological capability
between the developud and the develop-
g wenfds as the TofTlers do Thus. even
with its shorteomings, this hook pro-
vides a provocative ook into the future.

r Shulmun taughs wilitaey history @ Yade for sev-
eral yeurs before juinisg the Nitional Strategy
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O% Mngd Strarcg i fortheuming from the Naval
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